
Land of Lincoln — you bet!!  We 
all know about the great accom-
plishments and contributions for our 
country from Abraham Lincoln.  
 
Lincoln's Journey of Remembrance   
began Sept. 9, 2008 from Rockport, 
Indiana, en route to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on a replica flatboat 
while telling the story of Lincoln's 
life in Spencer County. Lincoln lived 
here with his pioneer family from 
age 7 to 21. This historic trip is a re
-enactment of a similar trip Lincoln 
took himself in 1828 while trans-
porting a load of produce for a local 
merchant. While in New Orleans, 
Lincoln was very disturbed by a 
slave auction he witnessed on the 
docks. It was an experience he 
would never forget and one that 
influenced his views on the practice 
of slavery in years to come. 
Lincoln's Journey of Remembrance 
stopped in 23 towns in 8 states dur-
ing its nearly month-long voyage.   
 
Melissa Miller, Executive Director of 
the Spencer County Visitors Bu-

reau will be our speaker,     
Wednesday, April 15 at the Olive 
Garden.  She will discuss this     
historic journey.  
 
Meeting location is at the Olive  
Garden restaurant, 1100 N. Green 
River Rd., in the private room     
towards the rear.  Each person will 
order from the standard restaurant 
menu and pay with individual   
separate checks.  Please note that 
the usual 18% gratuity for large 
groups will be included on each 
check. 
 
6:00 – 7:00 social hour with dinner 
at 7:00pm. 

Melissa Miller, Executive Director of 
Spencer County Visitors Bureau- April 15 
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Henry Graper would love to schedule 
your vessel. 
 
Stay tuned to the web calendar and the 
Pilot for all up coming key dates and 
activities at your squadron. Be sure to 
mark your calendar for our  monthly 
meeting, April 15th, at the Olive     
Garden. We have what we feel is an 
excellent program you don’t want to 
miss. So please when the calling com-
mittee calls say---- “We will be there.” 
 
Commander Richard Rombauer, P 

Thanks to every-
one who have 
helped proctor the 
ABC course so far, 
and we have two 
more sessions to 
go. 
  
We have had three 

people taking the class this year and 
hopefully will get these folks to join 
the USPS,.  Let’s always be looking 
for new members as well. 
  
Again I want to thank Sam Richey 
and Henry Graper for helping to 
teach the classes. 
  
Boating season is starting to get 
going, now is the time to take an 
inventory of all the safety gear, 
PFD's and other equipment that will 
need dusting off to make sure that 
we are ready to go when the 
weather allows, (and after this   
winter it can't come too soon!) 
 
SEO Steve Wilson, S 

 
 
What an enjoyable 
Change of Watch! 
 
Many, Many thank-
”yous” are in order: 
 
To those individuals 
who planned and 
executed the COW, 
especially Susie 
Pickings, Janice 

Elwood, Karen Rombauer and Ron Eber-
hart. 
 
To the departing bridge P/C Keith Gehl-
hausen and AO Rick Moore. 
 
In advance to the incoming bridge for their 
time and commitment involved in making 
this squadron a success. 
 
To the district officers who attended for 
their support. 
 
My appreciation to All. 
 
I want to thank everyone who helped in the 
Gander Mountain, Dick’s Sporting Goods 
and East Side Marine  weekend. Our      
primary purpose was to recruit more safe 
boating class students. Even though we   
didn’t quite meet that goal we did have lots 
of exposure to the public. That in itself was 
successful. 
 
We are off and running into what we hope 
will be an exciting year for the membership. 
Our plan continues to be simple: Increase 
our membership, sell our educational capa-
bilities and services and have fun. 
 
Up coming---Safe Boating Week May 16th 
thru May 22nd.  With boats beginning to 
come out of hibernation Safe Boating 
should be up most in our mind. Be sure to 
get your boats inspected early this year. 



 
ANCHORS AWEIGH!! 
 
Cdr. Keith Gelhausen pulled up      
anchor on this 13-month journey as 
Evansville Bend’s commander, Satur-
day, March 7th at Oak Meadow 
Country Club.   
 
Over 30 people, many from the D/24 
Bridge, were on hand for the annual 
Change of Watch for Evansville 
Bend.  Local Sea Scouts were the 
color guard and posted the flags and 
led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Keith said his final remarks, his 
bridge dismissed, his flag was retired 
and he received his past commander’s 
flag. 

D/24 Commander Joe Venhoff  in-
stalled the new Evansville Bend 
bridge.  Richard Rombauer at Com-

mander, Sam Richey at XO, Karen 
Rombauer at Administrative Offi-
cer, Steve Wilson as Education Of-
ficer, and Henry Graper at Asst. 
Education Officer.   

D/25 Education Officer, Tom 
Woods then installed Steve and 
Henry. 
 
It was Anchors Aweigh as the 
new commander, Richard Rom-
bauer presented his commander’s 
remarks.  He mentioned three main 
goals for his watch year.  1)  To 

Our New Bridge 

Tom Woods, Joe Venhoff,                        
Larry Samuels 



This drawing was made by one of our 
founding members, Dick Geier.  Dick 
was an artist who worked at Creative 
Press and was a member for over 25 
years.  We will feature these over the 
next several months. Dick was Com-
mander in 1981 and 1984 and he also 
designed our squadron burgee. Dick 
passed away in 2002. 

 
New Officers:  2009—2010 
 
Cdr:     Richard Rombauer  
Executive Officer:                                
Sam Richey 
                      
Squadron Education Officer:            
Steve Wilson 
 
Assistant Education Officer:            
Henry Graper 
 
Administrative Officer:                
Karen Rombauer 
   
Secretary/Treasurer:                          
Janice Elwood     
 
Auditing 
Leroy Elwood  1 year 
Anne Trapp  2 years 
Jay Picking  3 years 
 
At Large Committee 
Dorothy Gehlhausen 1 year 
Ron Eberhart              2 years 
Sandy Mahrenholz  3 years 
 
Rules Committee 
John Trapp  1 year 
Leroy Elwood  2 years 
Linda Richey  3 years 
 
Nominating Committee 
Dick Mahrenholz 1 year 
Suzy Picking  2 years 
Sally Frazier  3 years 

increase membership,. 2) Market the 
squadron.  3) Have fun!!  He also 
talked about the member survey we 
conducted at the first of the year and 
he plans to implement some of the 
ideas and suggestions. 

Cdr. Joe Venhoff also presented sev-
eral awards to our squadron; One for 
our newsletter, The Pilot and an Ex-
cellence Award for our website.  P/C 
Ron Eberhart accepted the awards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
1)  We are asking for volunteers from the membership for the Membership     
Committee headed by Janice Elwood primarily to brainstorm for ideas to increase 
our membership.  Want to help??  Volunteers contact Janice.   
 
2)  We also want to establish a committee called Boating Class Planning   Com-
mittee. This committee would come up with ideas on how to get word out in the    
general public about our Public Boating Class.   Volunteers can contact Cdr. 
Richard  or Ron Eberhart. 
 
3) Membership Survey:   
 
The phone survey committee asked seven questions developed by the bridge in 
order to increase membership attendance in the monthly meetings.                      
The population was 38+ homes called, 8 not reached.   
 
 
a)  Number of meetings attended past 12 months:  Not reached - 21%,  No 
 meetings -30%, 1-3 meetings - 20%, 4-7 meetings -13%,                                            
 8-12 meetings - 37% 
 
b) What keeps you from coming: Time - 30%, Program -17%, Distance - 13%,            
 Illness - 3%, No Comment - 30% 
 
c) Subjects of interest: Boat Related- 30%, Member Presentation -17%, Class 
 Education -10%, Non Boating - 6%, Informational - 3%.  Also….. Good 
 Job - 13 %, Don’t Know - 20% 
 
d) Reasonable Cost of Dinner: Not an issue - 27%, $8-$14 - 27%, $15 - 46% 
 
e) Taken Courses: Taken - 87%, No time -7%, Want to -3%,Can’t Remember 3% 
 
f) What activities would you like:  Social - 40%, Boat Rendezvous -20%, Raft 
 Up on River - 3%, Can’t think of any  - 37% 
 
g) Communication Method for Pilot:  E-mail - 60% Hard Copy - 40% 
 
 
Please draw your own conclusions.  
  
If you have any suggestions, please contact me or volunteer for the Membership 
Committee headed by Janice Elwood. 


